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Unicoi County Middle School Teacher Indicted for Stealing Gas 

 
An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office has resulted in the indictment of Travis Griffith, a 

former Unicoi County Middle School teacher and assistant baseball coach. 

 

Investigators determined that Griffith used a school 

department fuel card to purchase at least $10,160 worth of 

gasoline for his personal vehicle. 

 

As part of his role as an assistant baseball coach, Griffith 

was issued a fuel card to purchase fuel from local gas 

stations for a school owned vehicle; however, that vehicle 

used diesel fuel, not gasoline.  

 

Griffith was able to use the school department’s fuel card 

for more than five years before he resigned his position on 

October 9, 2020. During that time, he made at least 169 

personal fuel purchases, including purchases in South 

Carolina and Florida. 

 

In July 2021, the Unicoi County Grand Jury indicted Travis Lee Griffith on one count of theft over $10,000. 

 

“The use of fuel cards is common for many local governments, but it’s vitally important that controls are put 

in place to prevent fraud,” said Comptroller Jason Mumpower. “In this case, school officials should have 

taken extra steps to review monthly fuel invoices, which included information about purchase locations and 

the type of fuel purchased, before submitting payment. I’m pleased to see that school leaders have corrected 

this deficiency.” 

 

To view the investigative report, go to: https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/investigations/find.html 

 

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at 

800.232.5454, or file a report online at: tncot.cc/fraud. Follow us on twitter @TNCOT and Instagram @tncot 

 
Media contact: John Dunn, Director of Communications, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov 
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